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ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 DODE-OO EB-07 IGA-02 AID-05 MC-02 

ACDA-07 OMB-01 L-03 /042 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN/N :GAGOWEN:RP 
APPROVED BY ARA/CEN : MWEIS SMAN (DRAFT) 

PM:RSLOTT 

ARA/PLC : AWILLI AMS (INFO) 

DOD/OASD/ISA/LA:TAUSTIN (INFO) 

014935 

R 012237Z MAY 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 105672 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MASS, MCAP, PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: M-16A1 RIFLES FOR NICARAGUA 

REFS: (A) MILGP NICARAGUA MSG 27225Z APR 76 
(B) MILGP NICARAGUA MSG 231615Z APR 76 

1 . REFTELS TRANSMITTED GON REQUEST FOR FMS LETTER OF OFFER 
UNDER FY76 FMS CREDIT FOR 6,000 M-16A1 RIFLES AND ACCESSO- 
RIES, AMENDED TO TOTAL OF 9,000 RIFLES AND CORRESPONDING 
SPARES. WHILE DEPARTMENT IS PREPARED TO APPROVE OFFER FOR 
6,000, WE WILL NEED ADDITIONAL DATA AND ANALYSIS FROM 
EMBASSY BEFORE CONSIDERING HIGHER FIGURE. 

2. DEPARTMENT NOTES TOTAL NATIONAL GUARD STRENGTH IN 
LATEST MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY IS 5,863, WHICH PRE- 
SUMABLY INCLUDES SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF NON-COMBATANT AND 
CIVIL POLICE PERSONNEL. CONSEQUENTLY, REQUEST FOR 9,000 
RIFLES APPEARS, AT FIRST GLANCE, TO BE IN EXCESS OF NORMAL 
AND REASONABLE SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS. FOR COMPARISION, 
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CREDIT IN MID- 1975 TO SUPPLY ARMY OF APPROXIMATELY 13,000 
MEN. 

3. BEFORE APPROVING OFFER OF 9,000, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING FULL DETAILS OF GON'S RATIONALE FOR LARGER RE- 
QUEST AND PLANS FOR DISPOSITION OF THESE WEAPONS, TOGETHER 
WITH COUNTRY TEAM'S EVALUATION OF NEED. AS YOU ARE AWARE, 

AID PROGRAMS IN NICARAGUA (ESPECIALLY SECURITY ASSISTANCE) 

ARE UNDER CONTINUING HOSTILE SCRUTINY IN HOUSE APPROPRIA- 
TIONS COMMITTEE. APPROVAL OF THIS TRANSACTION WITHOUT 
DEVELOPMENT OF SOUND AND DEFENSIBLE JUSTIFICATION WOULD 
HAVE INJURIOUS EFFECT ON OTHER PROGRAMS. SISCO 
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